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About the Area Profiles data pack 
series 
APRIL 2025 
 

The Foundation publishes a suite of indicators and data that is intended to support legal 
assistance service providers in identifying regions where there is potential demand for legal 
assistance services.  

This includes a range of indicators of disadvantage in vulnerable community groups and the 
Foundations’ NLAS Indicators: NLAS(Capabilty), NLAS(Community), and NLAS(Language). The 
rationale for the use of each of these indicators are outlined in Foundation research publications: 

• Data to inform assessment of legal needs in New South Wales 
• Need for Legal Assistance Services (NLAS) indicators – 2021 Census update  
• Introducing NLAS(Language) 

The Area Profiles data pack series is intended as a set of quick reference sheets summarising 
these key indicators. Each reference sheet provides easily accessible information about the full 
range of indicators for a single region.  

For each reference sheet, information about the number of people in the region that fall within 
specific demographic groups is included. Data is also included to allow comparisons between 
the region of interest and the statewide average for each indicator. Indicators where the 
proportion of a region’s population in a population sub-group is significantly different from the 
national (for Commonwealth Electoral Divisions) or statewide (for Local Government Areas and 
State Electoral Divisions) average are highlighted to allow end-users to focus on meaningful 
differences.  

Definitions and data sources for data used in this data pack series are contained in the 
following documents: 
• For NLAS Indicators 
• For other data 
• These reports also include a count of people who are renting. This reflects data taken 

from the 2021 Census as per the Census data dictionary. 

 

Geographies for the Area Profiles data pack series are: 

- Local Government Areas 
- Commonwealth Electoral Divisions 
- State Electoral Divisions 

  

https://lawfoundation.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/01PJR_Data-to-inform-assessment-of-legal-needs-in-New-South-Wales_2023.pdf
https://lawfoundation.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/1JI_Need-for-Legal-Assistance-Services-NLAS-indicators-Census-update.-Justice-Issues-paper-33_2021.pdf
https://lawfoundation.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/NLASLanguage-publication_June2024.pdf
https://lawfoundation.net.au/legal-need-dashboard-definitions-user-guide/
https://lawfoundation.net.au/legal-needs-dashboard-community-profilesdefinitions-guide/
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/guide-census-data/census-dictionary/2021/variables-topic/housing/tenure-type-tend
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Data availability for Area Profiles by indicator  
 

Indicator  Commonwealth 
Electorates 

State 
Electorates 

Local 
Government 

Areas 

All Population     

Population 15+     

Children & young people (0-24)     

Older people (65+, ATSI 50+)     

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (All)     

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (Female 15+)     

Language other than English    

Low English proficiency    

Age Pension    

Carer Payment    

Disability Support Pension    

JobSeeker Payment    

Youth Allowance    

Disengaged young people 15-24     

Renting*    

Homeless, or at risk of homelessness*    

Low education     

Lone parent 15+     

Low personal income    

Disability (severe/profound) (0-64)     

Mental health condition     

NDIS participants     

ADVOs issued**    

Domestic violence related assault**    

DV Intimidation, stalking, harassment**    

Breach ADVOs**    

NLAS(Community)*    

NLAS(Capability)    

NLAS(Language)    

* Data not available for the Commonwealth Electorates of Lingiari and Solomon due to recent redistribution 
of electoral boundaries not yet reflected in available data 
  * NSW only 
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The name of the region of 
interest 

Summary information 
about the region. This data 
is also included in the table 
section “Overall population 

– All people”  

In each quick reference 
sheet this section provides 

an example of how to 
interpret data from the 
table. The example uses 

one of the indicators from 
within the table as a guide. 

Different indicators are 
selected for each quick 

reference sheet. 

The table combines data 
from multiple sources to 
summarise information 

about the region of 
interest. Indicators where 

the proportion of a region’s 
population in a population 
sub-group is significantly 

different from the 
statewide average are 

highlighted to allow end-
users to focus on 

meaningful differences. 
Green shading indicates 

values that are significantly 
lower than the statewide 
average. Orange shading 
indicates values that are 
significantly higher than 
the statewide average.  
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