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MEDIA RELEASE
NEW APPOINTMENT FOR JUSTICE MICHAEL KIRBY

SYDNEY, FRIDAY 25 AUGUST 1995

The appointment has been announced in Honiara and Sydney of the new President of the
Court of Appeal of Solomon Islands. Justice Michael Kirby, President of the New South Wales
Court of Appeal has been appointed under s 86 the Constitution of Solomon Islands to this
additional post which he will carry out part-time. He succeeds Justice Peter Connolly,
formerly a Judge of the Supreme Court of Queensland. Justice Connolly served on the
Solomon Islands Court from 1982-1995, after 1987 as President.

Justice Kirby will be sworn into office by the Governor-General of Solomon Islands on 28
August 1995, after which he will preside in his first sittings as President. The Chief Justice of
Solomon Islands, the Hon Sir John Muria has welcomed Justice Kirby to his new post.

Justice Kirby joins a number of Federal and Supreme Court Judges of Australia and New
Zealand, serving and retired, who serve as judges on the appellate courts of Pacific countries.
He is the first serving Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales who has been so
appointed, although the Hon Michael Helsham AO QC after his retirement, served on the
Court of Appeal of Fiji. Justice Kirby's appointment was welcomed by the Attorney-General
for New South Wales (Hon J W Shaw QC MLC). Justice Kirby will be fulfilling the duties in the
Solomon Islands in his personal leave time.

Amongst other international functions presently performed by Justice Kirby are those of
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the International Commission of Jurists and Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Human Rights in Cambodia.

In the course of his sixth mission to Cambodia in August 1995 in the last mentioned capacity,
Justice Kirby invoked the wrath of the Khmer Rouge. In the clandestine radio which
broadcasts the views of the Khmer Rouge ("National Union and National Salvation of
Cambodia") the Khmer Rouge warned "The Australian Michael Kirby, an agent of the
villainous alliance nurturing communist Vietnam ... and the puppets" and that he should
"hurry up and pull out in case the Cambodian people can no longer take it and smash your
head. This advice is given as a meritorious act. Do not say you have not been warned".

Justice Kirby reports on his findings about human rights in Cambodia twice a year - to the
General Assembly of the United Nations, in York in November and to the Commission on
Human Rights in Geneva in March each year.
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