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Drawing on his experience as Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Human
Rights in Cambodia, his work on the Global Commission AIDS of WHO and as a judge,
the author derives lessons for effective law reform needed to combat HIV/AIDS.

HIV/AIDS has crept upon the world at an unpropitious time. It threatens to set back
economic advances made in developing countries, nowhere more than in Asia and the
Pacific. It challenges cultural norms. It presents enormous difficulties to securing effective
behaviour modification.

The advent of HIV/AIDS comes at a time when demands for the effective protection of
human rights is also spreading throughout the world, encouraged by information
technology and promoted by the United Nations.

Drawing on his experience as Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Human
Rights in Cambodia, his work on the Global Commission AIDS of WHO and as a judge, the
author derives lessons for effective law reform needed to combat HIV/AIDS. He does not
under-estimate the difficulties - particularly because of resistance to the measures necessary
to confront the HIV/AIDS implications of illegal drug use, unprotected sexual activity and
commercial sex workers. His basis thesis is that, paradoxically, the protection of the human
rights of persons at risk is the most effective way of arresting or slowing the spread of the
virus. Only by this means can the confidence and attention of the relevant audience be won
and held. Only by doing this can the behaviour modification, necessary to containing the
epidemic, be achieved.



