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SYDNEY Friday 10 November 1995 

• A pamphlet published in Cambodia has alleged that an Australian leader and his wife, 
a senior Australian diplomat and I have severally engaged in various sexual misdeeds 
and, in my case that I have offered to accept $US 1 million to give a good report to the 
United Nations on the human rights scene in Cambodia. 

The allegations about me are completely false and absurd. Their sources are being 
investigated by United Nations Officers in Cambodia. In due course, a statement will be 
made. In the meantime, it is enough to say that the allegations in the paper are beneath 
contempt or further comment. I believe that they may be a devise to deflect me from 
performing my duty to the United Nations and the people of Cambodia. But I will not be 
deflected. 

In the course of the performance of my work for human rights in Cambodia: 

• The clandestine Khmer Rouge radio has threatened to smash my head in, something, 
given its source, that cannot be ignored; and 

• High Cambodian leaders have from time to time criticised me. Human rights is still a 
sensitive issue in Cambodia. Attacks of this kind go, it seems, with the job. 

My duties require me from time to time to defend freedom of expression in Cambodia. It is a 
fundamental human right. It is guaranteed by the new Cambodian Constitution and by 
Cambodia's obligations under various United Nations treaties, signed by Cambodia following 
the Paris Peace Agreements which ended Cambodia's years of isolation and ushered in 
UNTAC, democratic elections, a new constitution and Government. 

I have also been obliged from time to time to be quite critical about Cambodia's laws and 
practices. Where necessary I will continue to do so. Where appropriate I have also offered 
praise. This shabby document with its absurd allegations will not affect me in the slightest in 
the performance of my functions. 

I will be reporting to the General Assembly of the United Nations in New York on 27 
November 1995. Copies of my full report on the state of human rights in Cambodia will be 
available after that day. 
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