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The rights of peoples to self-determination 

It is clear that the peoples' right to self-determination is one of the most important issues 
concerning international law at this time. Behind the many "independence" and "liberation" 
struggles occurring in all parts of the world lie manifestations of the assertion by "peoples" of 
the right to self-determination. That right is certainly recognised in international law. It 
appears in the Charter of the United Nations which is expressed in terms of the resolve of the 
"peoples of the United Nations". In the opening substantive provisions of the Charter, there is 
a recognition of the peoples' rights to self-determination. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was proclaimed by the General Assembly as a "common standard of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations". Both the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
commence with a common article 1: 

"All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine 
their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development." 

 


